
The Weather on Mars
An incredible journey into space 
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A trip to Mars
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Hubble Space Telescope
3



4



5



6





Travel time to the red planet
Mariner 4, the first spacecraft to go to Mars (1964 flyby): 228 days 
Mariner 6 (1969 flyby): 155 days 
Mariner 7 (1969 flyby): 128 days 
Mariner 9, the first spacecraft to orbit Mars (1971): 168 days 
Viking 1, the first U.S. craft to land on Mars (1975): 304 days 
Viking 2 Orbiter/Lander (1975): 333 days 
Mars Global Surveyor (1996): 308 days 
Mars Pathfinder (1996): 212 days 
Mars Odyssey (2001):  200 days 
Mars Express Orbiter (2003): 201 days 
Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter (2005): 210 days 
Mars Science Laboratory (2011): 254 days
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http://www.space.com/18787-mariner-4.html
http://www.space.com/18439-mariner-9.html
http://www.space.com/18403-mars-global-surveyor.html
http://www.space.com
http://www.space.com/topics/nasa-curiosity-rover-mars-mission-news/
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The Pathfinder Project
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The challenge (by end of week):

•xn + yn = zn 
• Solution has no real numbers for n greater 

than or equal to 3 

• For n=2: you find me the largest x, y and z
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Ares Vallis (‘the valley of Ares’)
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Pathfinder pictures - Rover
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“Big crater”
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“Big crater”

26



Twin peaks
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Rover images

 Rover 
pictures
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Sunrise
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Sunset
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“It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the 
earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as 

grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the 
heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth 

them out as a tent to dwell in” 

(Isaiah 40:22) 
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“When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, 
The moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; 

What is man, that thou art mindful of him? …” 

(Psalm 8:3-4) 

32



“I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will 
multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven …” 

(Genesis 22:17)
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