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Appreciating God’s prophetic word



1



“falling away” ~ ‘defection” or ‘apostasy’ (2 Thess 2:3)

In classical Greek, used for a ‘revolt’ or 
‘defection’ staged by a military commander 2



“perdition” ~ ‘destroying’, 
‘utter destruction’, ‘ruin’

The use of personification: Perdition is the 
father and the Man of Sin is the son (2 Thess 2:3)

Born out of spiritual ruin and 
destruction will be his end! 
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A few key characteristics               
related to the “Man of Sin”

 A great apostasy to develop from early church (2:3) 

It existed at time of Paul’s writing (v7) 

Will exist in the earth until the return of Christ (v8) 
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“... are ye not children 
of transgression, a 
seed of falsehood”  

(Isaiah 57:4) 

or “sons of perdition”
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The flying roll is 20 x 10 cubits (v2): 
 - the size of the Holy Place in the 

Tabernacle (Exodus 26) 
- the size of the Temple porch where 

the Law was read (1 Kings 6:3)

It curses those that have 
been “cut off” (v2) or ‘been 
declared innocent’ (RSV)
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God’s house would 
be “consumed”

“... taken to an unclean place”

See Leviticus 14:45
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“Is it not written, My 
house shall be 

called of all nations 
the house of 

prayer? but ye have 
made it a den of 

thieves” (Mark 11:17)

“Behold, your house is left unto 
you desolate” (Matthew 23:38)

“There shall not be left here 
one stone upon another, that 

shall not be thrown 
down” (Matthew 24:2) 8



“... build it an house 
in the land of 

Shinar” (Zech 5:11) 

Gen 10:8-10: Babel 
was in Shinar, in the 
kingdom of Nimrod 

Gen 11:1-4: The Tower 
of Babel was built in 

the Land of Shinar

“let us build us a 
city ...” & “let us make 

us a name ...” (Gen 11:4)

“For he looked for 
a city which hath 

foundations 
whose builder 
and maker is 

God” (Heb 11:10)
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  Nimrod [Marad]: ‘to rebel’ 
  He was a “mighty one”: ‘a hero’ (10:8)
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  “before” (10:9) can mean ‘face, presence, against’ 
  In this context, ‘in defiance of’  (see use in 6:11)
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  “tower” [migdal] (11:4)  
  From root gadal – ‘to magnify, grow, promote’ 
  To elevate themselves above God! 12



  “Babel”: ‘Gate of God’ (Akkadian bab (‘gate’) –ilu (‘god’)) 
  Ziggurats: ‘rising building’ (Akkadian zaq ru ‘to rise high’)13



“... in the land of Shinar” (Gen 10:10; 11:2)

A new house had to built, 
not one in Babylon but in 
‘Mystical Babylon’: Rome!
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Spina (‘spine’) where early Christians were crucified
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St John Lateran, the 
Cathedral Church of 
the Diocese of Rome
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This is where Francis officially ‘sits’ as the 
Pope and it is called ‘the house of God’

The throne
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Most Holy, Lateran Church, of all 
the churches in the city and the 

world, the mother and head
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Scala Sancta 
(‘holy stairs’)
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Sancta 
Sanctorum 

(‘Holy of Holies’)
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Above the altar it 
reads (in Latin):   

‘There is no holier 
place in all the world’
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Summary so far ... 

Nimrod built a “tower” to magnify 
himself above God, so does the Man of Sin 

Just as Nimrod was a ‘rebel’ and a ‘hero’ 
amongst the people, so is the Man of Sin 

Nimrod and the Man of Sin defy God  
Just as Babel is called ‘the gate of God’, 

so the Man of Sin holds the keys to heaven 
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Summary so far ...

Just as the Temple in Shinar was called 
‘The House between heaven and earth’, so is St 
John Lateran, ‘Dormus Dei’, ‘the house of God’  

And just as the Tower of Shinar had 
stairways running up to the Temple on top, and 
within it the Holy of Holies, so with St John’s 
Lateran, with a staircase that leads to the 
Pope’s personal Holy of Holies 25



- “This is their iniquity 
in all the land” (Zech 
5:6, RSV)

- “the mystery of iniquity 
doth already work” (2 
Thess 2:7) 

- “a woman that sitteth 
in the midst of the 
ephah” (Zech 5:6)

- “sitteth in the temple of 
God” (2 Thess 2:8)

- “this is 
wickedness” (Zech 5:8)

- “then shall that Wicked 
be revealed” (2 Thess 2:8)
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“Ye shall not surely 
die” (Gen 3:4)

“God shall send them 
strong delusion [a working 

error]” (2 Thess 2:11)
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The Man of sin 
“sitteth” in the 
temple of God 
(2 Thess 2:4)

“sitteth” (v4) ~ 
‘sojourn’, ‘settle down’
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New Roman priests lie prostrate 
to the Pope, giving their 

allegiance to him and not God

On April 14 2013 Pope Francis celebrated Mass 
for the first time. Note that Francis was seated 

on a great white throne (Revelation 20:11) 
between the golden cherubim (Isaiah 37:16)
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Not a 
bad 

year!
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Lightning 
strikes 

Vatican hours 
after Pope’s 
resignation
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Ignatius of Loyola founded the Jesuits: “Whoever 
desires to serve as a soldier of God”. Jesuits are 

called ‘God’s soldiers’ or ‘God’s Marines’
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Eastern Orthodox Church 
Antoni Sevruk, rector of the Russian Orthodox Church in Rome, said 
that Bergoglio “often visited Orthodox services in the Russian 
Orthodox Annunciation Cathedral in Buenos Aires” and is known as 
an advocate on behalf the Orthodox Church in dealing with 
Argentina's government. 

A case study of Argentina
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Evangelism & Protestantism 
Evangelical leader Argentine Luis Palau describes Bergoglio's approach to 
relationships with Evangelicals and Protestants as one of “building bridges 
and showing respect ...” 

Juan Pablo Bongarrá, president of the Argentine Bible Society, recounts 
that Bergoglio not only met with Evangelicals, and prayed with them—but 
he also asked them to pray for him. Additionally, Bongarrá tells the story 
of a weekly worship meeting of charismatic pastors in Buenos Aires, 
which Bergoglio attended: “He mounted the platform and called for 
pastors to pray for him. He knelt in front of nearly 6,000 people, and [the 
Protestant leaders] laid hands and prayed.” 36

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luis_Palau


Judaism 
Bergoglio has close ties to the Jewish community of Argentina, and 
attended Rosh Hashanah (Jewish new year) services in 2007 at a 
synagogue in Buenos Aires.  

Bergoglio told the Jewish congregation during his visit that he went to 
the synagogue to examine his heart, “like a pilgrim, together with you, 
my elder brothers.”
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Jews_in_Argentina
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Islam 
Leaders of the Islamic community in Buenos Aires welcomed the news of 
Bergoglio's election as pope, noting that he “always showed himself as a 
friend of the Islamic community.” 

Dr. Sumer Noufouri, Secretary General of the Islamic Center of the 
Argentine Republic (CIRA), added that Bergoglio's past actions make his 
election as pope a cause within the Islamic community of “joy and 
expectation of strengthening dialogue between religions.”  
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In Revelation, the 
woman is sat upon a 
Roman beast: when 
the corrupt Church 
reigns over Europe

5 characteristics 
39



[1] She’s called, 
“THE MOTHER OF 
HARLOTS” (v. 5)
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 “I acknowledge the Holy 
Catholic Apostolic Roman 

Church for the Mother and 
Mistress of all Churches …”  

	(The “Creed of Pope Pius IV”, issued  
during the Council of Trent, 1565) 41



No longer does 
the child 

belong to ‘the 
Christian 

community’ (i.e
. the local 

church) but 
now ‘the 

Church of God’ 

42



Bartholomew I, right, at the Pope’s 
inauguration Mass (March 2013)
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Moscow, March 15, 2013  
To His Holiness Francis, Pope of Rome 

Your Holiness: 

I congratulate you on your election to the eminent and responsible position of being 
the First Hierarch of the Roman Catholic Church. 

Under your predecessor, Pope Benedict XVI, the relationships between our 
churches received a new momentum and were characterized by a positive 
dynamism. I sincerely hope that Your Holiness would promote co-operation 
between our two churches in the spirit of brotherly love and mutual understanding. 44



This same mission is now a priority for the Russian Orthodox Church, opening the 
possibility for co-operation and interaction with the Roman Catholic Church. 

Orthodox and Catholics should be determined to combine their efforts ... We need to 
labour together for the affirmation of traditional moral values in modern secular 
societies. 

Please accept, Your Holiness, my best wishes for peace, spiritual strength and 
physical vigour, so that the generous support of God would come to you in the 
carrying out of your responsible ministry. 

With fraternal affection in the Lord, 
+ KIRILL 
Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia 
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When Pope Francis 
introduced the 

patriarch, he called 
him “my brother 

Andrew” underscoring 
the blood ties between 

the two apostles 
patrons of the two 

Churches, Andrew of 
Constantinople and 

Peter of Rome
20 March 2013 46



“ Evangelical Christians, orthodox Christians, Catholic Christians, but 
why divided? We must try to bring about unity ... But we Catholics 
must pray with each other and other Christians. Pray that the Lord 

gift us (with) unity! ... Seek unity, unity builds the Church and comes 
from Jesus Christ. He sends us the Holy Spirit to build unity!” 

Reuters 19 June 2013
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Reuters 21 Oct 2013

“Catholics and Lutherans can ask forgiveness for the harm they have 
caused one another and for their offences committed in the sight of God. 

Together we can rejoice in the longing for unity which the Lord has 
awakened in our hearts, and which makes us look with hope to the future.” 

Toward big 
hearted 

Ecumenism!
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Monsignor Sanchez de Toca, 
undersecretary of the 

pontifical council for culture, 
puts on a cricket helmet after 
unveiling the Vatican’s team                                       

(22 October 2013)

 Lord's prayer: Vatican cricket team wants    
 London match v Anglican XI 
 Pope's staff excited at thought of Holy See team taking on Church of  
 England at home of most gentlemenly of games
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Almighty God, 

shepherd of souls, 

we pray for Francis chosen to be Pope: 

Guide him by your Spirit, 
give him grace to lead people in prayer and 
zeal 
and to follow in the footsteps 

of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

Amen.

 Prayer for the new Pope 

Francis

http://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-worship/
topical-prayers/prayer-for-the-new-pope-francis.aspx 51

http://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-worship/topical-prayers/prayer-for-the-new-pope-francis.aspx


[2] She’s called, 
“MYSTERY, BABYLON 

THE GREAT” (v.5)
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“Mysterium fidei”
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“Mystery”
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The religion of the Babylonians 
was adopted by the Romans

“In the third century her 
worship had attained 

immense popularity [with the 
Romans] … At the end of the 

fourth century, the Great 
Mother and Mithra [her son] 

were … worshipped …”  

(G.H. Box,“Early Christianity     
and its Rituals”)             55



Mariolatry: The worship of Mary
Mother of God,  

Queen of the Apostles,  
Queen of Heaven,  

Queen of all Creation,  
Mother of the Church,  
The Door of Paradise,  

The Gate of Heaven 
Mother of Mercy 56
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Pope Francis’ worship of Mary
✴ Symbol of the Society 

of Jesus 

✴ Radiating sun with 
IHS (a monogram of the 

Holy Names of Jesus) 

✴ 8-pointed star which 
is a Jesuite emblem of 

the Virgin Mary 58



The worship 
of the sun 

traces back 
to Egypt and 

Babylon

Isis and Horus
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“Oh, Mary, let us feel Your 
look of Mother, lead us to 

Your Son, make us be 
Christians not ‘for show’, 
but the ones who can ‘roll 
their sleeves up’ in order 
to build Jesus’ Kingdom of 

love, joy and peace.” 
(Pope Francis I,               
October 12 2013) 
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Genesis 3:15 has been corrupted  
in the Catholic Bible 

“I will put enmity between 
thee and the woman, and thy 
seed and her seed: she shall 

crush thy head, and thou shalt 
lie in wait for her heel.” 

  
(Genesis 3:15;                          

Vulgate Catholic Bible) 61
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[3] She’s “drunken 
with the blood of 
the saints” (v.6)
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“Ugonottorum Strages, 1572” 
(“The Slaughter of the Huegenots, 1572”)

The Massacre of St Bartholomew
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[4] She reigns 
“over the kings of 
the earth” (v.18)
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Some 132 states and international 
organisations sent delegations to 
the inauguration. The delegations 

included 6 sovereign rulers, 31 
heads of state, 3 princes, and 11 

heads of government
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A “diplomatic embarrassment” has arisen following the refusal of Pope Francis I 
to meet with Israel's prime minister at short notice. Benjamin Netanyahu's office 
had already announced that a meeting would take place during his visit to Italy.  

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas met the Pope during his recent visit to 
Rome where he received a pen as a gift, with the wish that he will use it to sign a 
peace agreement with Israel. 

Pope Francis will not meet with Netanyahu

Reuters 21 October 2013 72



“To his Holiness Pope 
Franciscus, a great shepherd 

of our common heritage.”
73



Pope Francis and Patriarch Bartholomew to 
worship together in Israel in May 2014
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Vatican pushing for official seat in the 
‘upper room’ on Mount Zion

Arutz Sheva, Israel National 
News, 19 Feb 2014

The meeting took place Tuesday in the office 
of Attorney Amnon Merhav, the director-
general of the Jerusalem municipality. 

During the meeting, representatives of Christian groups in the capital pushed Jerusalem 
leaders to give the Catholic Church control over the Mount Zion area that includes the 
“Hall of the Last Supper.” There have been reports that Israel’s government is planning to 
turn the building in question over to the Vatican prior to the Pope’s expected visit in May. 
Pope Francis is expected to visit Israel and to lead a service in the Hall of the Last Supper. 

75



[5] They “have one 
mind” and 

“agree” (v.13, 17)
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 “These have one mind, and 
shall give their power and 
strength unto the beast.” 

(Revelation 17:13) 
  
 “For God hath put in their 

hearts to fulfil his will, and 
to agree, and give their 
kingdom unto the beast ...” 

(verse 17)

Europe will have “one mind”  
and “agree” to be united
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Pope Francis gets Merkel’s ear on financial reforms: 
After meeting with Pope Francis, Angela Merkel 

called for stronger market regulation

18 May 2013

“Francis made it clear that we need a 
strong, fair Europe and I found the 

message very encouraging.”
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EU President Martin Schultz has invited Pope 
Francis to visit the European Parliament 

during an October 11 meeting with the pontiff
The throne of the 

Holy Roman 
Emperors in Aachen 81



A papal medal of Pope Leo XII 
(1825), portraying the Roman 

Catholic Church as a woman seated 
on the globe with a cup in her hand 82



“The Lord will keep you” 
or ‘guard you’ (RV)
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“BLESSED IS HE THAT READETH, 
AND THEY THAT HEAR THE 
WORDS OF THIS PROPHECY” 





“The tower, the eternal house I have completed 
its magnificence ... The most ancient 

monument of Babylon; I built it and finished it ... 
I made it the wonder of the people of the world, 

I raised its top to heaven, made doors for the 
gates, and covered it with bitumen and bricks.”

The Etemenanki 
(‘The House of 
the Platform 

between heaven 
and earth’) 14


