
Appreciating God’s prophetic word

[2.] “Elias 
shall first 

come”



	 “Behold, I will 
send you Elijah 

the prophet 
before the coming 
of  the great and 
dreadful day of  

the LORD.” 
(Malachi 4:5)



Let’s consider the meaning of 
the words in Malachi 4:5

“before” = ‘in front of’, ‘in the face of’, ‘in the 
presence of’ 

“great” = ‘large in magnitude and extent’ and ‘in 
intensity’ 

 from root: ‘to grow’, ‘to become great’ 

“dreadful” = ‘to fear’, ‘to revere’, ‘to be afraid’, 
‘to stand in awe’ 

“the day of the LORD” : used as a time of national 
judgement (Zechariah 14:1; Zephaniah 2:2-3)





New Testament 
references about           
John the Baptist

Old Testament        
prophecies about              
John the Baptist

Matthew 3:1-3 Isaiah 40:3

Luke 3:2-6 Isaiah 40:3-5



New Testament 
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John: “My Messenger” 

Jesus: “The Messenger 
of the Covenant” 

From Malachi 3:1 



Malachi 3:1 Malachi 4:5

“Behold I will [1] send 
[2] my messenger, 

and he shall prepare the 
way [3] before me” 

“Behold I will [1] 
send [2] you Elijah 

the prophet [3] 
before the coming of 
the great and dreadful 

day of the LORD”



Elijah will appear before “the 
Messenger of the Covenant” - the 
Lord Jesus Christ’s Second Advent; 
while John the Baptist appeared 

before Christ’s First Advent



 “Elias truly shall first come,                   
and restore all things.”  

(Matthew 17:11) 





Has ‘Elijah’ come           
or not?

“Elias truly shall first come”  
(Matthew 17:11) 

“Elias is come already” (verse 12)

Future tense

Past tense



“And if ye will receive 
it, this is Elias, which 

was for to come.” 
(Matthew 11:14)

Rotherham: “He is Elijah - the 
one destined to come”  
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John the 
Baptist

The future 
Elijah figure

“And many of the 
children of Israel shall 

turn to the Lord      
their God” 
(Luke 1:16)

“Elias truly shall first 
come, and restore all 

things” 
(Matthew 17:11)

“And he shall turn the 
heart of the fathers to 
the children, and the 

heart of the children to 
their fathers ...” 

(Malachi 4:6)

John the Baptist 
therefore was not the 

final fulfilment of 
Malachi’s prophecy 



connections: ‘elijah’s 
past’ to ‘elijah’s future’

“And he shall turn the heart of the 
fathers to the children ...” 

(Malachi 4:6) 

Elijah’s future role

“... that thou hast turned their heart 
back again.” (1 Kings 18:37) 

Elijah’s prayer

We would suggest that the 
whole scene upon Mount 
Carmel has echoes of a 

future time - all preparing 
Elijah for his future work



“Gather to me all Israel 
unto mount Carmel”

“Carmel” = ‘a garden’, ‘a park’
From root: ‘to be fruitful’

“Jezreel” = ‘God sows’

“Trees of righteousness” (Isaiah 61:3)

See Jeremiah 2:7 “a plentiful country” 
= margin: ‘the land of Carmel’

Elijah looked forward to a 
greater day to come: when 
he would gather Israel to 

‘Carmel’ (i.e. a land of “milk 
and honey” = the Land) 





Independence Day (1949)





“And he repaired the 
altar of the LORD ...”

“repaired” = ‘to heal’, 
‘to make whole’, ‘to 

unite’

Elijah will do this in the 
Kingdom: he will help to bring 
about unity between the two 

kingdoms (‘Judah’ and 
‘Israel’) in the Land of Israel 



The final outcome ...?

Israel responded

The false prophets 
were destroyed

Elijah will separate God’s 
people from the surrounding 
nations; and those nations 

that don’t accept God will be 
destroyed 



After judgement: water
“... there was a great rain.” 

(1 Kings 18:45)

Water = God’s Word / doctrine

“My doctrine shall drop as the rain ...”
(Deuteronomy 32:2)

After judgements have been 
poured upon the nations when 
Christ returns, God’s Word will 

be openly poured upon the 
earth in the Kingdom 



The wilderness journey
 Elijah travels for 40 days in the 

wilderness (1 Kings 19:4; 8) 

 The children of Israel journeyed for 
40 years in the wilderness of Sinai 

  A ‘day-for-a-year’ principle ...? 

Was this wilderness journey, 
then, reminding Elijah of 

Israel’s 40 years of wanderings 
under Moses, and preparing 

him for a future Exodus which 
he would lead? 



“a still small voice”
 “The voice of a gentle whisper” 

(Rotherham) 

“A gentle breeze” (Septuagint) 

THE VOICE OF ENCOURAGEMENT 
AND PERSUASION

Therefore, Elijah was being 
developed for a future and 

greater work to come: when 
‘the voice of encouragement 

and persuasion’ would be used 
to “restore all things” 



Elijah’s future role will 
be one of conversion

“I have been very jealous for the LORD God of 
hosts: because the children of Israel have 

forsaken thy covenant ... and I, even I only, 
am left” (1 Kings 20:14) 

“And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to 
the children, and the heart of the children to 

their fathers ...” (Malachi 4:6)

Elijah of the past

Elijah of the future





All Israel will be saved

“And so all Israel shall be saved: as it 
is written, There shall come out of 
Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn 

away ungodliness from Jacob: For this 
is my covenant unto them, when I 

shall take away their sins.” 

(Romans 11:26, 27)





but are we  
preparing?


